301 If the king acts in a way that contradicts Dharma

or does something that does not make sense, most of his subjects still praise him; hence,

it is hard for him to know what is appropriate and what is not.64
302 If it is even difficult to say something beneficial but unpleasant to others, how can I, a monk, hope to do so

to you, the king of a large realm?
303 But because of my affection for you,65
and also due to my compassion for beings,

I myself tell you what is

quite helpful but not very pleasant.
304 The Blessed One said that at the right time one should say what is true, gentle,

meaningful, and useful to one’s disciples out of love. Hence, I tell you these things.
305 If you remain steadfast66 while you listen
to a true statement that is not (spoken out of) anger, then you will accept what you should hear

as if it were pure water that cleanses you.

306 Realizing that what I tell you

is helpful in this context and others,67 implement it for you own sake
and also for the sake of the world.

307 If you do not give away to supplicants

the wealth you gained through previous giving,68 then due to your greed and lack of gratitude,
you will not obtain that wealth again.

308 In this life, a hireling will not bear you provisions without his wages.

But a lowly beggar, though not being paid wages, bears a hundredfold good qualities to (your) future life.
309 Always keep your mind sublime and delight in sublime deeds.

All sublime effects

come from sublime actions.
310 Establish glorious Dharma-sites

and famed centers of the three jewels that have not even been

imagined by weaker kings.69
311 You should not make a Dharma-site
70

that does not give a thrill70
to an opulent king, because even after you die, it will not be praised.
312 With all your resources you should make those that, for being so exalted,

humble and encouraged exalted (kings) and overwhelm inferior ones.
313 Giving up all your possessions,

you must go helplessly to some next life, but before you will go

all that you used for the Dharma.

314 All of a previous king’s possessions

come under the control of his successor,71
so for that previous king what use will they be for Dharma, happiness, or fame?

315 You get pleasure in this life from enjoying your wealth. Pleasure in the next life comes from giving it away.

What you have wasted by neither enjoying nor giving

will lead only to suffering—how could it bring happiness?72
316 When dying, since you will lose your independence, you will be unable to give away (your possessions) through ministers who shamelessly cease to value you and seek the affection of the new king.73
317 Therefore, while healthy, quickly use

all your resources to build Dharma-sites, for you stand in the midst of death’s causes like a lamp in the midst of a storm.
318 You should also preserve in the manner in which they have been established

any other Dharma-centers, temples, and such initiated by previous kings.
319 They should be attended by those who practice nonviolence, who are virtuous in conduct and keep their vows,

who are kind to guests, truthful, and tolerant,74
who are not quarrelsome, and are always energetic.

320 The blind, sick, and downtrodden,

the homeless, impoverished, and crippled should all, without trouble, equally obtain food and drink (in those places).
321 Support in an appropriate manner

those Dharma-practitioners who do not seek (aid), and even support those that are living

in the kingdoms of others.

322 For every Dharma-site, appoint officials of the Dharma who are energetic,

free of greed, knowledgeable, pious,

and who will not hinder those (practicing there).

323 Appoint as ministers policy experts who are pious, polite, and pure, devoted, courageous, of good family, ethically outstanding, and grateful.
324 Appoint military advisors that are generous, unattached, heroic, and polite,

who properly use (resources),75 are steadfast, always vigilant, and pious.
325 Appoint as officials elders that behave in accord with Dharma and are pure, who are skillful and know what to do,

who are erudite, organized, impartial and polite.

of all income and expenses;

having listened, tell them all that should be done for the Dharma-sites and so on.
327 If you rule for the sake of Dharma and not for fame or out of desire,

then it will have a most meaningful result— otherwise, your rule will be disastrous.76
328 King, hear how in this world,

where the one usually destroys the other, you can still have both

the Dharma and a kingdom.

329 May you always be accompanied by many (advisors)

who are mature in knowledge, of good family, well versed in public policy, afraid of sinning, not contentious
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and able to see what should be done.

330 Even if they rightly fine, imprison, or corporally punish (wrongdoers),

you, being always moistened by compassion, should show kindness (to those punished).

331 King, out of compassion you should always make your mind focused upon

benefitting all beings, even those

that have committed the most serious sins.

332 You should particularly have compassion for those that have committed the serious sin

of murder; these ones who have ruined themselves are indeed worthy of great persons’ compassion.
333 Either every day or every five days release the weakest prisoners.

And see that it is not the case that the remaining ones are never released, as is appropriate.
334 From thinking that some should never be released

you develop (behaviors and attitudes) that contradict your vows.

From contradicting your vows, you continually accumulate more negativity.
335 And until they are released,

those prisoners should be made content by providing them with barbers, baths, food, drink, and medical care.77
336 As if you have the intention of making unruly children behave properly,

you should discipline them out of compassion— not out of anger or the desire for material gain.
337 Having properly examined and identified particularly hateful murderers,

you should send them into exile
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without killing or harming them.

338 Independently78 survey all lands with your espionage services; always vigilant and mindful, do
what should be done in accord with Dharma.

339 Through extensive and suitable generosity, respect, and service, devote yourself always to those who partake of good qualities.

Do the same for the rest as is appropriate.

340 If the tree of kingship offers

the shade of tolerance, the open flowers of respect, and the great fruit of generosity,

then the birds, your subjects will flock to it.
341 A munificent but majestic king will be beloved like a sugar-candy with a hard crust made from cardamom and black pepper.
342 From reigning properly in this way,79 your kingdom will not be chaotic.80
It will not proceed improperly, nor contradict

the Dharma. It will be in harmony with the Dharma.
343 You have not brought your kingdom with you from the previous life, nor will you bring it

to the next. You obtained it through Dharma, so it is not right to violate Dharma for its sake.
344 King, through your efforts see to it that you do not end up perpetuating the stockpiling of suffering

through your kingship’s stockpiles.

345 King, through your efforts see to it that you manage to perpetuate your stockpiling of kingship
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through your kingship’s stockpiles.

